
Good afternoon parents, 

 

This week we had more clarification about what next week will look like.  First of all, all playgrounds in SD73 

will be reopening on Monday.  When students come back, they will be allowed to play on the playground.  

This emphasizes our point that while students are at school, we cannot guarantee physical distancing, but that 

we will minimize physical contacts between students.  Teachers will remind students to wait for their turn, and 

let other people go through on the play structure, but it is impossible to enforce before school, at recess, 

during lunch and after school.  We want parents to be aware of this so they can make an informed decision 

when they are sending their children back. 

 

Also starting on Monday, SD73 busses will be running.  They can only carry one student per seat (unless you 

are sitting with a sibling) meaning that the maximum number of students on a bus will be around 25. Bus 

times and locations will be the same as before. 

 

In April and beginning of May we had 18 students attending Essential Workers School.  In the last 2 weeks we 

had between 30 and 35 students per day.  Starting next Tuesday, we are expecting over 100 students per day.  

With this increase in student attendance, students will be expanding their social bubble.  As a school, it is our 

job to try to keep students' social bubbles to a minimal.  Here is what we will be doing: 

 

1. During pick up and drop off, we ask parents to stay on the other side of the field.  Although you are in your 

child's social bubble, you are not in the social bubble of the other 99 students coming those days.  Plus, if 

we have 100 students accompanied by 100 parents we are doubling student’s contacts. 

 

2. During pick up and drop off, students will line up with their class.  Teachers will come out to get their 

class.  They will do a health check with their students and walk them in the school afterward.  If a student 

has one of these 9 symptoms, they will have to go home for a period of 10 days (we are following the 

provincial and district guidelines). 

 

- Has my child been sick in the past 24 hrs? 

- Does my child have a fever? 

- Does my child have a runny nose? 

- Does my child cough or sneeze? 

- Does my child have the chills? 

- Does my child have shortness of breath? 

- Does my child have a headache? 

- Does my child have a sore throat? 

- Does my child have new or unusual muscle aches? 

 

3. We will have two recess times so that we have fewer students on the playground at the same time. 

 

4. We will keep our lunch time split in half. When primary students eat, intermediate students go outside; 

when primary students go outside, intermediate students eat. 

 

5. Students will wash their hands numerous times a day (entering the school, before and after recess, before 

and after lunch, before leaving the school). 

 

6. We have added a full-time day janitor to help clean surfaces during the day. 

 



We are happy to have our students back but I want you to be informed of what our protocols are and their 

limitations.  At the end of the day parents are making the decision to send their child to school or not so you 

need to have all the information to make an informed decision.  In conclusion, whether you decide to send 

your child to school or continue with the remote learning, our teachers will do their best to provide their 

students with a great educational option. 

 

As the province is reopening we will see more changes.  We will keep you informed as protocols change along 

the way. 

 

 

Merci, 

 

ALAIN BLAIS 
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